


OUR PROGRAMS
 For twenty seven (27) years, the 
Back to School Celebration has 
worked diligently to keep the 
momentum growing. Throughout the 
years, we have serviced thousands of 
families statewide by providing the 
necessary resources for each child 
to be successfully prepared for their 
school year.  Our program, which 
started with only 600 backpacks 
and few school supplies at a single 
site, has now expanded to 15,000 
backpacks and supplies at ten 
community sites throughout the state.

Today, Families can bring their 
children to our annual celebration 
to any of our following locations: 
Central Falls, Cumberland, Newport, 
Pawtucket, Providence, Woonsocket, 
Cranston and West Warwick. 
Each year, the Back to School 
Celebration Board of Directors and 
Steering Committee members work to 
build strong community partnership 
across the state, which has enabled 
us to expand our programs. For 
over two decades, the Back to 
School Celebration benefited from 
the leadership and guidance of our 
honorary founding member, Jorge 
Cardenas. We hope to continue his 
vision and expand on what he started 
with so much passion and dedication.

Our Programs: 
Annual Back to School Celebration-
The Back to School Celebration 
Committee organizes Twelve (12) 
community-based sites across 
Rhode Island. In a single day, our 
volunteers distribute backpacks and 
school supplies to 15,000 students 
and provided families with a day 
filled with educational information, 
resources, entertainment, food and 
music.

The Back to School Celebration 
actively engages families in their 
children’s education and provides 
students with the tools they need to 
start a new school year.
Backpacker Program- 
BTSCRI strives to address hunger and 
food insecurities. We provide families 
in need with access to nutritious food 
through our Backpacker Program. 
Every week during the school year, 
over 250 students in Providence 
Schools are provided with backpacks 
filled with nutritious food. 

These programs would not be 
possible without the support of our 
sponsors. Thousands of children 
and families will benefit from your 
kindness. Thank you to all for your 
ongoing commitment to this cause 
and we hope to continue collaborating 
in future with the Back to School of 
Rhode Island. 



August, 15th, 2026

Dear Friends and Supporters,
On Behalf of the Back-to-School 
Celebration of Rhode Island Board 
of Directors and Steering Committee 
Members, we would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you for your support 
in making this year’s celebration a 
success. For twenty seven (27) years, 
the Back-to-School Celebration has worked diligently to 
keep the momentum growing in efforts to reach our most 
vulnerable population throughout Rhode Island. We hope 
to continue our vision and expand on what was started 
with so much passion and dedication.

In 1999, the Back-to-School Celebration was founded 
by Jorge Cardenas and Melvin Bell. Since its inception, 
Sodexo School Services helped in the development and 
growth of the “Back to School Celebration” and as a 
result, it has become an increasingly popular and eagerly 
anticipated event, which continues to build wide support 
throughout our communities. Throughout the years, we 
have serviced thousands of families statewide by providing 
the necessary resources for each child to be successfully 
prepared for their school
year. Our program, which started back in 1999, with just 
600 children who were able to receive school supplies 
at the West End Community Center, has now expanded 
to thousands of backpacks and school supplies at twelve 
community locations throughout our state. Families can 
now bring their children to our annual celebration to any 
of our following locations: Central Falls, Cumberland, 
Newport, Pawtucket, Providence, Woonsocket, Cranston 
and West Warwick.

This event would not be possible without your 
contributions and support. Thousands of children and 
families will benefit from your kindness. Thank you all 
for your ongoing commitment to 
this cause and we hope to continue 
with this great partnership we have 
developed over the years.

Sincerely,

Grace Gonzalez
President
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Treasurer

Emily Garthee
Secretary

Ida Valentin
Member at Large

Leah McPhail
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Sponsors:
• Job Lot
• Beacon Bank
• Navigant Credit Union
• Washington Trust
• Bristol County Savings Bank
• Bank Newport
• Cardi’s Furniture
• Centreville Bank
• Central Falls School District
• City of Providence
• City of Central Falls
• Coastal1
• College Bound Saver
• Cox Communications
• CVS
• FCCP Community Care RI
• Neighborhood
  Health Plan of RI
• Amica
• Washington Trust
• Bristol Savings
• Ocean State Job Lot
• Pappitto Connection
• RI Department of Health
• RI Energy
• Sodexo School Services
• Treasurer’s Office
• United Way of RI
• WPRI 12
• Providence Schools
• RI Foundation 




























































